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Putin's Kleptocracy: Who Owns Russia? is a 2014 book by Karen Dawisha. Published by Simon & Schuster,
it chronicles the rise of Vladimir Putin during histime in Saint Petersburg in the 1990s. In the book, Dawisha
exposes how Putin's friends and coworkers from his formative years have accumulated mass amounts of
wealth and power. Although Putin was elected with promises to rein in the oligarchs who had emerged in the
1990s, Dawishawrites that Putin transformed "an oligarchy independent of, and more powerful than, the
state into a corporatist structure in which oligarchs served at the pleasure of state officials, who themselves
gained and exercised economic control... both for the state and for themselves." Asaresult, 110 individuals
control 35% of Russia’s wealth, according to Dawisha...
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Karen Dawisha (nee Hurst, December 2, 1949 — April 11, 2018) was an American political scientist and
writer. She was a professor in the Department of Political Science at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, and
the director of The Havighurst Center for Russian and Post-Soviet Studies.

Kleptocracy

(2014). Putin& #039;s Kleptocracy: Who Owns Russia?. Smon & amp; Schuster. |SBN 978-1476795195.
Luke Harding (January 1, 2010). & quot; WikiLeaks cables condemn Russia as & #039; mafia

krétos, "power, rule"), also referred to as thievocracy, is a government whose corrupt leaders (kleptocrats)
use political power to expropriate the wealth of the people and land they govern, typically by embezzling or
misappropriating government funds at the expense of the wider population. One feature of political-based
socioeconomic thievery isthat there is often no public announcement explaining or apologizing for
misappropriations, nor any legal charges or punishment levied against the offenders.

Kleptocracy is different from plutocracy (rule by the richest) and oligarchy (rule by asmall €lite). Ina
kleptocracy, corrupt politicians enrich themselves secretly outside the rule...
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consumer cooperative "Ozero") is a dacha cooperative in northwest Russia associated with VIadimir Putin's
inner circle.
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Corruption in Russiais considered a very serious problem, impacting various aspects of life, including the
economy, business, politics, public administration, law enforcement, healthcare, and education. It hinders
economic development, contributes to inequality, and undermines democracy and human rights. The
phenomenon of corruption is strongly established in the historical model of public governance, and attributed
to the general weakness of the rule of law in the country. Transparency International stated in 2022,
"Corruption isendemic in Russia’, and assigned it the lowest score of any European country in their
Corruption Perceptions Index for 2021. It has, under the regime of Vladimir Putin, been variously
characterized as a kleptocracy, an oligarchy, and a plutocracy; owing to its crony...
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Since 1999, Vladimir Putin has continuously served as either president (acting president from 1999 to 2000;
two terms 2000-2008, three terms 2012—present) or Prime Minister of Russia (three monthsin 1999, full
term 2008-2012).

During his presidency, he has been a member of the Unity party and the United Russia party. Heis aso
affiliated with the People's Front, a group of supporters that Putin organized in 2011 to help improve the
public's perception of United Russia. His political ideology, priorities and policies are sometimes referred to
as Putinism.

Putin has enjoyed high domestic approval ratings throughout the majority of his presidency, with the
exception of 2011-2013 which islikely due to the 2011-2013 Russian protests. In 2007, he was Time
magazine's Person of the Year. In 2015...
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located on the Black Sea coast near Gelendzhik, Krasnodar Krai, Russia

The complex first came to public attention in 2010 after whistleblower Sergei Kolesnikov published an open
letter to Russian president Dmitry Medvedev exposing the construction of the palace. Kolesnikov also stated
that the undertaking was run by Nikolai Shamalov who was acting on behalf of Vladimir Putin. Alexander
Ponomarenko was later reported to have ownership.

The complex drew wider public attention in 2021, when Russian opposition leader Alexel Navalny's Anti
Corruption Foundation (FBK) released an investigative documentary film about it which detailed a
corruption scheme allegedly headed by Putin and claimed that...
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Viktor Vasilyevich Zolotov (Russian: ??7?2??2? 2222272222 2222277, born 27 January 1954) isaRussian
military officer who is the Director of the National Guard (Rosgvardiya, concurrently serving as National
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Guard Forces Commander-in-Chief) and a member of the Security Council. Zolotov has served as a
bodyguard to former President Boris Y eltsin, former St. Petersburg Mayor Anatoly Sobchak, and current
Russian leader Vladimir Putin. While working for Sobchak, Zolotov became acquainted with Putin, as well
asfiguresin the St. Petersburg criminal underworld. A member of Putin's siloviki inner circle, Zolotov'srise
to power and wealth happened after he became a close Putin confidant. The Zolotov family has obtained
valuable land plots through dubious means.
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Russian oligarchs (Russian: 7?7?7772, romanized: oligarkhi) are business oligarchs of the former Soviet
republics who rapidly accumulated wealth in the 1990s via the Russian privatisation that followed the
dissolution of the Soviet Union. The failing Soviet state |eft the ownership of state assets contested, which
allowed for informal deals with former Soviet officials as a means to acquire state property.

The Russian oligarchs emerged as business entrepreneurs under Mikhail Gorbachev (General Secretary,
1985-1991) using various loopholes during economic liberalization under Gorbachev's perestroika. Boris
Berezovsky, a mathematician and former researcher, became the first well-known Russian business oligarch.

Oligarchs became increasingly influential in Russian politics during Boris Yeltsin...
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Maria Vladimirovna Vorontsova (Russian: ????2? ?22?2?722?72227? 22?222?7?72?, née Putina, 72?7?72, born 28 April
1985), aso referred to as Maria Faassen, is a Russian pediatric endocrinologist. She is the eldest child of
Russian president Vladimir Putin.
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